Field Day OQperating Fips

Or, How to score bigtime and still have fun.
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Equipment

It'Is advantageous to have a built in antenna tuner that you ce
use to touch up the match to the antenna quickly.

A Use ‘t'he cl ubos band pass I
A Know how to use the features of your rig e.g. filters, slope

tune, notch and DSP if you have it

Use headphones. Field noise (i.e. the generators) can make
operating a very frustrating, to say nothing of stressful,
experience.

Forget the pen and paper o
forget to back up the computer data whenever the generators
need to be filled. Practice with the field day program if you
are not familiar with it.

Learn to operate the microphone with-one hand and type the
required information into the computer with the other.



Point and sNoot

If possible, use a rotatable antenna.

[sf U st ng Wi re antennas:, con:
one sloper so that you can effectively change: the firing

direcit i on. The (hi-nverted nV
and the sl oper —cwi [l glr.ve a |

direction. Use an antenna switch to flip. back and forth
pbetween antennas while listening and switch to the one that
gives the best results.

Follow the Gray Line if possible

Later on in the contest, use the contact map to determine
where most of your contacts are coming from and then point |
that direction.



Know: your: limits

A Know the band limits for the contest

A |F'you do not know the limits listen to the bottom:and
top ends of the band to determine the limits used by
others.

A Do not waste time listening or calling above:or:below
the contest limits.

AT, during operation, you find reserved freqguencies
(for emergencies, satellites etc,) respect them and dc
not operate on top of, or right beside, them.




Use the . computer wisely

A - The radil o operator  shoul-d u.

means that both of you have to hear the call and, as a result,
pboth may forget or misinterpret the call. Lost time In
discussion often looses a possible contact. Better for the
operator to call back with the wrong call'and then be correctel
than to loose the contact completely.

If'you are the operator, type in the call as it comesin. This
works best when.the other station is trying to contact you,
pPecause you can say their call phonetically, slowly, as you
type in the data.’ Let them correct you if you make a mistake.

\When you type in their contact information it will:be flagged
as a duplicate 0 f.. tthat 1 S S
as a dupe. Do . .you QSL?o0 T






Ihwoways to operate ifield:day

A There are two ways to work the contest:

1) Slowly tune up or down the band looking for someone
calling CQ then call them and hope that they hear you. You
will probably have to stay in queue until-the pule 1S
exhausted as antennas in the US are usually seW\esstand
therefore they do not have good reception to the north.

A 2) establish control of a frequency and get others to call you.

Experience has shown that method 1 will get you between 1
and 10 contacts per hour while method 2 will get you betweer
60 and 150 contacts per hour. | have averaged >100 contact
per hour for up to 4 hours straight on several occasions and |
am not that great an operator.






EStablish your patter

AL We were taught that good operating practice starts by asking
the frequency Is In.use. If nobody answers, then use the 3x3
calling approach e.g.

IS this frequency in use?  (Wait): CQ Field day, CO Field
day, CQ Field day, this is VESNAR,; VE3NAR, VE3NAR. ;|

A This does not work on field day!!
A First, if someone hears you ask if the frequency Is in use, of

course, 1 f  they ‘are | ooking
| S L. Thank you for as¥king.
works well in taking a frequency. | have done it and it Is
effective!!

A Second, anyone hearing you make such a long call on field d:
will give up after the second repetition because; he does not
want to waste ti1 me ‘|1 stenin
likely take a long time to exchange information as well." This
ihs_ not conducive to a high contact rate either for you or for

Im.



ES: it a bl

S ih

A When you find your space simply. say.

A

neC Q- ko

e |

Nov.emb.er
comes: back within 3-seconds; repeat it until someon

does call.

If'you are not-getting a response, you can say
N1l ng
the contest; QRZ field day from Victor Echo 3

S 0met

NOoV em

D-e I

Al

A

Day
p ha

K €

p ha

Yated®
toh'r s: 1 S
Romeo. O

n T hank:s

RO me o .

0

\

1

stop and listen to you when they think that others are

already in .contact with you. This trick:works quite

well.



How do you getcontrol?

A Getting control of a frequency is really fairly
simple. Slowly scan from the:low to highend
of‘the band (or'vice versa) and'whenyou-com
across any gap in the cacophony listen for no
more that about 5 to 10 seconds. If there is n(
strong signal right on the frequency, then start
your patter.



